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Islam and World Peace |

The Vice Chancellor,

Principal Officers of the University,

Provosts of Colleges and Post graduate School,
Deans of Faculties,

Colleagues. Friends from sister Universities,
Gentlemen of the Press,

Grear OOUITES.

Preamble

[ am greatly honoured to have been given this unique opportunity to
deliver, on behalf of the Faculty of Arts, the second in the series of the
University Inaugural lectures from that Faculty. Incidentally, this
lecture is the second from the Department of Religious Studies. Th
first ever titled, ‘A Religious But Criminal Society... Any Remedy”
was delivered by Prof. E. A, Odumuyiwa, on 27" February, 2ir
Today, Mr. Vice Chancellor, I stand before you to speak on an fis:

contemporary interest and concern. The title of my lecture is J
and World Peace. 1 believe, and sincerely too, that there isno L er

time to dwell on this topic than now, given the prevailing world situation
and the centre stage held by terrorism which has made people believe
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that terror is part of our lives.
(2005:7) ‘would be to ignore the vigour and

R L

; ="
EMMMM_M_M uM_”M.H_H E___M __.:E m:..cnm.. killed and maimed mostly
o laada “ao_mi _um__.{_uﬂ .. ‘The ﬂm:&ﬁ.:nn of the lecture lies in the
o }nw Eﬂwmﬁwgﬂ%hm aTe rampant in the Middle-East. which
S vnnw % nw n<nwu .?W.w_nmgm to _wa Ea homeland of Islam, 1
e tent especially in the Western world to
! .H__u properly contextualize this ject
m_w_muwﬂmmﬂﬁ_ﬂn_w EEH.; an inaugural _EMEH,.‘._ An inaugural lecture is an
e is m:ﬁ:. to ?Ew the Inauguration or installation of a
versily .En.ﬁmmmow on a formal occasion. On impe~' * subj ¢
the regulations governing the conditions of servic . . : .”_nn_  Nol
ot Emw. approved by Ogun State University Cour in ?.ﬂ.mm,ﬁa._
formalizes the Olabis Onabanjo University o o
(paragraph la and b). It reads: T

ure , let us start by answerin

1In !

{a) "It shall be a requirement for a
where he has not delivered

i becoming a professor.

D) A __H_EEEE should endeavour to deliver his inaugural lecture
within five years of his becoming a professor™. .

professor to deliver an inaugural
such a lecture elsewhere since

The position of this University on
EE a professor is required (o deliver k
_:;_,:ﬁn _,,u.mm:ﬁ_ In some _o__ﬁ_. universities, the time to deliver an inaugural
lecture 1s left to the discretion of the professor who knows when r f __
is :Emu..m. enough to deliver what wij confer recognitio g HM
respectability on g university for the chair he/she onn_.mummm Hu_d: u_ﬂn

academic subicct whi 'she * ; i
i nich he/she ‘professes’. Mr. Vice-Chancellor sir, our

distingui udience i
_Lowﬂm_marn_n u_;_,.__mjnr. 1 would like to recommend that the strajght-
.Hmum_,,mzw_,wg_“ it ow five years within which a professor should deliver an
‘eutal iccture should give way to a n i n
a more liberal policy whi low
it LA e a m ¥ which allows
professor absolute discretion as to the time helshe wants 1o deliver the

on the subject as quoted above, is
is/her inaugural within a specified

“To believe otherwise', observes Abiola
persistence of the

R ey e

lecture provided he/she delivers it before his'her retirement from th
University.,

Mr. Vice-Chancellor sir, permit me to observe. further tha
inaugural lectures have been used to serve many ends: five objective
are apparently discernible. Some of the lectures address contemporar
issues which are germane to the progress of society; in some, the topi
selected encapsulates most of the research activities of the lecturer; som
use inaugural lectures as opportunities to address the academi
community on important issues of corporate concern, while some other
use the lectures as a means of highlighting the contributions of particula
disciplines to human civilization; yet some inaugural lectures have bee
used as fora for presenting the progress of activities in specifi
disciplines and the manner in which these represent contributions t
knowledge and society in general.

After much thought and search, I have decided to address |
contemporary issue which is germane to the stability and progress of th
society at large, for without peace there will be no stability and progress

Information on the True Nature of Islam

The Meaning of Islam
The word “Islam’ is derived from the Arabic root 'SLM" which means

among other things, peace, purity, submission and obedience. In th
religious sense, the word ‘Islam’ means submission to the will of Go
and obedience to His law. Noting the relationship between the origina
and the religious meanings of the word, AbdAlati (1986 p.7) observe
that the connection is strong and obvious because only througl
submission to the will of God and by obedience to His Law can oni
achieve true peace and enjoy lasting purity.

According to Rana (p.12) Islam is an attributive title signifyin
that whosoever possesses this attribute, irrespective of his race, clan
communily or country, is a Muslim. He observes further that ‘Islam’ i
a condition of the heart, an attitude of mind, a way of thinking and .
mode of life. The semantic value of the word ‘Islam’, it must be notec

| 41T INADGLURAY LECTURE | ]



is, and will always remain, the key to the understanding of the Muslinis®
way of life, their cullure, customs and practices as well as the issues an
problems that may arise at the level of cross-cultural contacts. That
Islam is not merely a religion, but a guide and a way, af fecting the
totality of human existence — spiritual or physical, individual or societal
~ has been the most important factor in shaping the Muslim community.

Me Dermolt and Ahsan (1979:11) counsel that ‘the crucial _.m;m
of Islam in Muslim life must be properly understood by all those who
are involved in any relationship with Muslims in the world’,

Regrettably, however, even in this era of global village, there are
still some misconceptions about Islam and Muslims. There are people
who still believe that Islam is Arabia and Arabia is Islam! For example,
a startling number of Westerners still imagine that Muslims are
Muhammedans and many Yoruba- speaking people of South Western
Nigeria call Muslims “Imale”.  Balogun (1977) observes that
misconceptions regarding the nature of Islam are bound to adversely
affect non-Muslims' attitude to Islam and consequently their relationship
with Muslims. Misconceptions promote wrong attitudes and wrong
attitudes breed disharmony and avoidable conflicts. It might be
appropriate to say a few things on what Islam is not,

What Islam is Not

(a) Islam is not Arabia
Although Islam started in Arabia, the common assumption that
Istam is synonymous with Arabia has no basis in the sacred texts.
The Holy Qur’an informs us that the Prophet Muhammad
(S.A'A.S) was sent as a mercy to the entire human race.

..\._._..... .-.-._._u..—..“..u...k..u.\. ﬂ 1 .\hl.
_fﬁwﬁh@‘n;ﬁahdwr\[&_,kﬂrﬂu_ﬁm

"We sent thee not, but as a mercy for all creatures’ (Q.21 v 107)

From this piece of information we can infer that Islam is not only
a comprehensive spiritual guide and a complete social system but

| A1ST INAUGURAL LECTURE | 4
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also a divine path revealed by God for the benefit of all mankind.

Affirming the global vision, mission and spread of Islam, Atison

(2002:78) using statistical data remarks:
Of the over one billion Muslims dispersed throughout
the world, the combined population of all the Arab-
speaking countries is only about 130 million (roughly
15%).From this bricf outline of the global spread of
Islam, the cultural, ethnic and linguistic diversity of
Islam becomes clearly apparent.

See Tables I which indicates the countries with a Muslim
majority.

Table 1: World Muslim Majority Countries

S/N | Geographic | Countries Aren Population Overall % «
al Location {sg. km) Religious
Bodies
v Islam | Oul
_ rs
| Algeria 2,381,741 | 33357089 | 99 01
2 Eritrea 121114 4447367 56 44
3 Gambia 11295 1546848 90 10
4 Guinea 245857 0246462 83 15 |
5 Libya 1757000 | 5631585 o7 _uu.
Africa _ -
O Mali 1240192 | 11956788 | 80 20
7 Mauritania 1031000 | = 's583 100 |00
8 Morocco 32209101 | 455 0 98.7 | 1.3
9 Niger 1267000 | 11360538 |95 |05




10 Senegal 196722 10852147 | 90 10 =] Jordan _mammm 5611202 95 m
11 Somalia 637700 | 8304601 [99 |01 35 | > &t Bawait > 7818+ 13257549~ > |85 | I
= { gt / -_. L8 !.i.:_l
3 Sud 36| S W Lebarior *_ 110432 ki S ETIE
13 Tunisia 63482 | 10032050 |98 |02 3 ,w . Qat . 840290 1195 |0
5 o 1Bast > S b Ta2i0000 (251004355 | 100 [0
14 Western 252120 [2558177 [ 100 |00 (40 | ; I85180 — | 18016874 173 |2
Sahara 41 Al & mﬂ?s? 1707 677886 |85 |0
15 Comoros 1862 651901 99 |0l 42 3600 | 2523015 |96 | O:
weilslzis
.H.m 4 " - - s 4
U-:W_D._hﬂ._ Mwm_”:“— .m_.mmmu.g m-.ﬂ -U__w .nﬁ.m__ ... .r!.._rl.r - .._n uugu\&.‘mmqf : r..._mﬁ { M_
17 Egypt 997739 [ 176117421 | 94 |06 AH yovnos D1 LGy o ans. CAMELY SM it
: D E.@.:,Em_hunif m.m..m,ﬁ_n.@ﬁ_ﬁ_ Stindeerd Edirion, 2005)
18 Afghanistan | 652,225 29547078 | 99 0l bl i ATTRILL f ofiom simsizl 10 segezam
i 4 ;
19 Indonesia 1904443 | 238452050 | 87 | 13 | (b} ?EE ﬁ_:_ﬁ ES:EHEEREHEE .
: As we noted, mﬁwmr Tslam is mo_EE:.:nm irgorrectly EE&E to as
20 Kazakhstan | 2717300 | 16798552 |47 53 EQE_EEQE.;E mzn_gcﬂ:;m a§ ZESH#.EE M This
distprted; 52{ of E,EH i5a zb:n:(%_mwn_anﬁ_. and ain:mi— from
21 a ngti :
Asia Mﬁmwmm_m: e S il other religions which: bear ;the, names of 1 their _., ﬂo:ra
2Z ) Malaysia 320758 23522482 | 58 a2 founders. Noting that this view is induced by ,m;oqm;_n? .
| Balogun (1987: %:Emn._..,mnjﬁmﬁ ik
23 | Maldives 298 339330 100 |00 Other religions™8f the Wworld Eﬂn 3 ..”Ew:. wahed after their
24 Paki Sounder or ahm:..ﬁ.deEnE:Q in-which. __.mm réligion prospered
| HKis el 153705280 | 97 03 e.g. Christianity has been named after Christ, Buddhism after
25 Azerbaijan | 86600 | 7868385 934 |60 ©oBuddha-and Judaism.after the tribe of Judah. This is not.so
26 Tajikistan | 143100 | 7011556 g _:_. .:_u with Islant. God. himself- named, the Ea&.ﬂn« as nE._m...Em% in
[27 Turkmenistan | 488100 | 4863168 | 85 5| (0. mmf a m_é 20 :
28 Uzbekistan | 447400 | 26410416 |88 |12 | : | RIS 3 A B0
2l Bangladesh | 143998 141340480 | 80 | 1D znghatnm oo !
|30 | Brunei | 5765 365251 I T - _
| 31 _m:_dﬁ Turkey | 779452 | 68893918 |99 |01 | _ o sl wWiad oV 2w
32 | Iran | 1648000 | 69018924 |99 |0l s ties i
(33 | Irag 1438317 [ 25374691 |97 |03 . L S HE G ML
L | 4151 INAUGURAL LECTURE [ ] G L | 4151 INAUGURAL LECTURE | ]
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Translation:
And strive hard in Allah’s cause as you ought to strive
(with sincerity and all efforts that His name should be
superior) He (Allah) has chosen you to convey His
message of Islamic monotheism to mankind by inviting
them to His religion of Islam) and He has not laid upon
you in religion any hardship. It is the religion of your
father Abraham. It is He (Allah) who has named you
Muslims both before and in this (the Qur'an) that the
messenger (Muhammad) may be a witness over you and
you be witnesses over mankind...(Q.22:78)

The latter reads:

I AN e o Ldretif

A R - R M L |
Bl ..HrwwuL:w,Lw:.r..w

This day have I perfected your religion Jor you, completed my
Javour upon you, and have chosen Jfor you Islam as your
religion, (Q.5v3)
So, ladies and gentlemen, it is wrong to call Tslam "Modammedanism”
and Muslims “Mohammedans”,

{e) Islam is Not “Esin Imale”

It is interesting to note that the Yoruba traditional oral poetry
contains some notions concerning the practice of Islam as recognized by
{fa. This is evident in the following ese Ifa:

L1 st WAvGURAL ECTURE | 8




Islamic purity, cleanliness and chastity. Besides, the movement of the
bird from one tree to another symbolizes the movement of Muslims
from one place to another for teaching, preaching and propagaling
Islamic knowledge. On the origin of Islam in Yorubaland, available
evidence from various sources suggests that Islam came to Yorubaland
from the Hausa country in the North as well as from Mali empire in the
North West.

According to Adam Abdullah (1976) it is most probable that
Islam came to Yorubaland through ‘white men' from Mali and that
explains the sobriquet (Imale) given by Yoruba to anyone who professes
Islam. Peter Morten — Williams as quoted in his book (1967) also holds
the view that the word ‘Imale’ means a person from Mali. He suggests
that the Yoruba people’s first contact with Islam might have been either
through itinerant preachers from old Mali or through the Mande Colany
around Bussa, The advent of Islani in Yorubaland. as generally believed
by historians, ushered in the study of the Qur'an as well as the Arabic

-language and literature as attested to by the ese Ifa:
A ma fi gbogbo ara kewn elewn kiri.

Ladies and gentlergen, now that it has been established that those
who worshipped in the past in the manner of Malians were called
‘Imale’, it will be totally outlandish to continue to call Muslims *Imale’
in the 21 century,

What is Peace?

The Chambers 20™ Century Dictionary defines ‘peace’ as “freedom
from hostilities, freedom from civil commotion, freedom from disorder,
freedom from mental or spiritual disturbance or confusion or conflict
arising from passion or sense of guilt, freedom from war, cessation of
war”. One may be tempted to assume, on the basis of the above
definition of peace, that absence of War is synonymous with peace. But
the unfolding events in the world actually indicate that there are many
tensions all over the globe pointing to the absence of peace.

.. oy

L istiNAuGupaL Licure | JRRMRERTEPESRESS o

v -
The installation of elaborate, moﬁr_wwnmﬁm mHMM MMMM“E%JW
in i ran [
invinci i vices does not in itsell gua _
:.__E_._m_r_ﬂ mﬂnnﬁﬂw.ﬁmﬁnm ful attack on New York and J.a_m.._m_,ﬂam.__”om cm__m
m.mq_.ug_.__q___,u_sq 11, 2001 and the terror visited on London in _ “ ﬂﬁ _.H.m >
i ess nm. the fact that peace and security are not .EM. o)
. ...___.5 ical devices. The situation is even worse in A :aw.EEE: :
technologi East. Pope John Paul II, in his message for the cele st
H_w ?,,__,."Mw__” Unu of Peace on 1% January, 2005, described the
&
T o : -
i En_mw HNHM H..w_wﬁ present state of the _:E._M we Ex.xmi
1 i d of various socia
t note the disturbing sprea:
rﬂw wﬁmﬂnﬁ manifestations of E._h.....”.:_.;: _.,w_m Ei.n___“
M__.niﬂaa to anarchy and war, from injustice fo ac
of violence and killing. ﬂ%m.&. Ty
Since the Pope painted that gloomy picture, wars ai o
: dous evil seem to have escalated wn.ua_i _..P__Ew_., n_c&. _._dm o
”oﬂwnﬁmn our situation in the world ,En_m.{ is ES. the ﬁms,: o i
M“. that perches on a clothline which causes discomio
; ﬁ_m_ﬂw clothline. (Ara o r'okun ara o r'adie). -
= But, if we may ask, will absolute u_mm.mm _.EEF%EE: g
, of ours, a world of man’s expic e
iﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂnﬁﬂmﬂﬂ to man? Are there EEEEE*. :H.Hm_ﬂ”ﬂcwﬁ:ﬁ.m_:
. ?  The rest of this
ntee and foster world peace! Lo
m“”wﬂw@”u attempting answers to these momentous questions

m 3
illars of Islam and Peacc o
H_H__.-m WMW. Chancellor sir, distinguished members of the 1

These duties are known as the five pillars of Islam.
Prophet Muhammad (PBOH) says:

([ arst NAUGURAL LECTURE | ]
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._,.._n.m...\:_l..r% ._____.r“_._‘lr__h.q._hwuim.r.ﬂ:m nrhwmr_.__.
Translation:

. Islam is based on five things: declaring that there is no god but
Allah, the establishment of salah, the payment of Zakah, the
Hajj - pilgrimage to Makkah - and sawm — Jasting in the

._.T. month of Ramadan. (Sahih al-Bukhari, 1996:59)

" I shall not bore my audience with elaborate theological exegesis
_ regarding the interpretation of the pillars of Islam. Rather. 1 shall
attempt to show that these basic duties, when conscientiously observed,
can be a viable solution to the problem of turbulence and insecurity

wmmwizm our world. In this regard, let us dilate on the first pillar of
slam.

Fig. 1: The Basic Duties of Islam

EALAH

_.wv__

SAW M

(] avst iNAUGURAL LECTURE | ]

12 |

Ash-Shahadat
Al S g g daso Al Y] 4NY

Translation:

There is no god but Allah, Muhammad is the messeng

af Allah.
This declaration is called Kalimat shahadat and it concerns belief in t
oneness of God, our Creator and Sustainer, on whom the entire unives
depends, and the messengership of the Prophet Muhammad. (S.A "A.!
In the Qur'an, we read declarations like the following concerning t
Oneness of God:

; =
= - o T it
PRSP IR R ATETTE
Your God is One God; there is no god save Him,
the Beneficent, the Merciful. (0.2 v 163)

One of the shortest and the earliest chapters of the Qur’an contains
doctrine of the unity of God. It goes thus:

= e - 3 @ T =
Sy diem D) S A
0 S G [ a1y B i e
Say, He Allah is One
Allah is He on whom all depend;

He begets not, nor is He begotten,
And there is none like unto Him, (Q.112; 1-4)

Suspecting that the Qur'anic passages above may fail
convince some skeptics because these are the revelations coming fir
an “‘unschooled™ Arabian prophet, I shall now quote from the Holy Bil
which conveys the same thought, predating the Qur'an by some t
thousind years. The ancient call to Israel says:

[ | atst IAuGURAL LECTURE | ]
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Listen O Israel, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah
Deuteronomy 6:4).
It is not by chance, if I may add, that Jesus Christ repeated this same
command about six hundred years before Muhammad started his
mission in Saudi Arabia! The Bible says:

The first of all the commandments is Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God is One Lord: And thou shall love the Lord
thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy strength: this is the first commandment.

(Mark 12: 29-30; Exodus 20:3 and Isaiah 43: 10-13)

From this piece of information, one can infer that the whole world has
One God, one Creator.

In the world today, one major cause of internecine wars,
holocausts, pogroms and other forms of savagery against fellow human
beings is tenuous doctrinal differences. People parade their religious
doctrinal differences as if the belief-system of one reli gion endangers.
undermines or neutralizes the belief-system of the other iDopamu,
1984:216), whereas the revealed religions have scriptural injunctions
that make it imperative for their adherents to respect one another's
religions. The two great religions, Christianity and Islam, emphasise the
Oneness of God. Chaos and anarchy result from imappropriate and
inadequate response of some adherents of religion to this fundamental
divine revelation.

By the same token, if the belief in the messengership of the
Prophet Muhammad is properly understood by non-Muslims, the way
the Muslims believe it, there would be better understanding, peace.
harmony and unity among the different races of the world. This is not
an exaggeration. The Muslims are taught by the Qur'an to show great
respect for all the prophets of God. to believe in them and to pray for
them whenever their names are mentioned. It is a common practice
among Muslims that when the name of any of the prophets of God is
mentioned in their presence, they say:

Peace and Blessings be upon him.

Muslims must believe in all the Prophets of God. Let us read what
Qur’an says about the prophets:

WAhszeis

AT ERAS S 2o BITA TS ) 3
SAMNEIomes 008 3V T NG

Translation:

- mdrs FF ek b o L
N IRl R
Say, ‘O muslims’ we believe in Allah and that which
has been sent down to us and that which has been seni
down to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and to the
Al Asbat (the offspring of the twelve sons of Jacob) an
that which has been given to Moses and Jesus, and th
which has been given to the prophets from their Lord,
We make no difference between any of them, and to .

we have submitted. (Q.2: 136)

The point of this verse is that no Muslim can lay claim to
true belief in Allah if hefshe does not believe in the message deliv
by other prophets of God, and accords all of them the same respect
he gives the prophet of Islam, Muhammad, If we allowed this mn_
rule to apply to all religions of the world, would we still be talkin
religious crisis in the world today? Could there be peace when s
non-Muslims either through ignorance or bigotry paint Muhammad
his religion in the darkest colour as evident in the publication o
Cartoons of the prophet in the Danish newspaper Jyllands-posten, (
Guardian, 2006:31). ;

One of the cartoons depicted the Prophet Muhammad as havi

bomb in his turban (Washington Post, February 19, 2000).

[ arsi inAvGURAL LECTURE | ]
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editorial misjudgement caused an international storm of protest ip
Europe, Asia, the Middle East and Africa, If the respect Muslims are
taught to give to all the prophets irrespective of their religion had been
reciprocal would the world not enjoy peace? Would non-Muslims'
refusal to respect the prophet of Islam in any way render ineffectual the
beliefs of the Muslims? Distinguished audience, these are the issues we
have to face sincerely and with open minds and sympathy. It is
imperative to respect one another’s religions so that- ye may promote
peace and prosperity. Sat
The most important effect of the first pillar ‘of Tslam, as we have
seet, is that it produces a high degree of respeet for and confidence in all
the Prophets of God. Itis against this background that we insist that the
ethical and philosophical ground on which the arguments of the Fleming
Roses of this world (who published the offensive cartoon of the Prophet
Muhammad) are rested , namely the appeal to freedom of speech and
other fundamental human rights, is dubious and unacceptable, and ean
only be productive of avoidable controversies and conflicts.  Any
freedom or right that jeopardizes 'peaceful co-existénce, social or
communal security and prosperity’ of the ‘world or ‘éneroaches upon the
rights of other people fails to serve'any wseful purpose. It is unfair to
seek to enjoy or exercise that kind of freedom or right,
* Salah, the second pillar of Islam, refers to the five compulsory
~ daily prayers observed individually or ina congregation at fixed
times. Allah says in the Qut'an: 6i1A alod <

PELHL I 5 SR P £l

SRR R e
= ]

S

Fea il B e ) - = b 1......\......m.._. “
PR A 2 ab Astinsg e
(G A SO oA fy TN

...set up regular Salah (prayers) for such sk ure
enjoined on believers at fixed times, (Q4:103).

Transtation:

[ | 4)sT INAUGURAL LECTURE | NS 16
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‘But of what relevance is salal to world peace?’ one may ask. Bal
(1991:152) observes that salah, whenever it is observed, repea
emphasises equality of all human beings, enhances uni
brotherhood, and can promote unity among various races of the wor

An analysis of its symbolic and spiritual contents and ges
will serve to illustrate the point more concretely, Reciting Fatifial
first chapter of the Qur'an, is compulsory in observing salaf. Mar
read this sural but fail to grasp its message. In this surah, one pr
God and declares that one worships none but God and promis:
supplicate to none but Him.

a0 8

Translation

Thee alone do we worship and thee alone do we

bescech for help (Q.1:5),
Then one asks God to guide one aright in all that one does

o g oy,
=

L:h.lL__aFa.‘\.w_:_...vF_
Gudde us to the straight path (Q.1:6)

This is the core of the surah, It denotes the worshipper's recognitis
his needs for Divine Guidance.

After reciting the fatihah, the worshipper submits to the wi
God by bowing and prostrating. These two postures remind
worshipper of the limitedness of his own capabilities and G
omnipotence. On rising from the bowing posture, the worshi
declares:

sdaa ot dif aau

Allah ltstens 1o who praises Him

An interesting hint dropped by this declaration is the fact that
worshipper proclaims, at least twenty times a day, his belief in the
that God 15 ever present. hears whatever he/she savs and sees what
helshe does

L[ 4157 INMIGURAL LECTURE |
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Furthermore, salahi develops the sense of self-discipline in a
believer. For instance, the fmam is to lead the congregational prayer
while others follow. The observance of this duty emphasises
symbolically and practically the universal brotherhood of man and the
equality all human beings, factors that can be fruitfully harnessed for the
promotion of peaceful co-existence; there is no special place for the
white or the black, the rich or the poor, the king or the servant. Artificial
walls erected on the basis of pigmentation, wealth, power and influence
cease to exist. A king or a millionaire who comes late to the mosque
takes his place in the rear row, perhaps behind a servant or pauper who
arrived earlier.

Distinguished audience, we are not unaware of the existence of
some Muslims who ha ¢ betrayed religious ideals and the commitment
to peace even though they pray five times a day. This is by no means
peculiar to Islamic worshippers. It is indeed a universal phenomenon.
Our argument is that the lapses that are evident in some irreverent and
even sacrilegious Muslims pale into insignificance when we consider the
spiritual and social benefits of the all-important duty — salah.

Allah says in the Qur’an:

R

Wi ﬁ.mwm T .L.x_”\lE

and establish regular (salah) prayer: for salah restrains from
shameful and evil deeds (029 v 45).

If we look at the state of the world today, we cannot help but
. e the disturbing spread of various social and political manifestations
of evil: social disorders, anarchy, war, injustices, rapes, violence, and
killings. In the logic of the Qur'an, salah helps to overcome evil and
when good overcomes evil, love prevails and where love prevails, peace
prevails. This is the teaching of the holy Qur’an, restated by the Prophet
in one of his traditions:
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T Schedule of Zakah

If there was a river at the floor of anyone of you n:ﬁ

he took a bath in it five times a day, _.Euz__m you notice
dirt on him? They said: Not a trace of dirt would be |
left. The prophet then added ‘that is the example of t

five salahs with which Allah boots out evil deeds

* (Sahih al Bukhari, 1996:200).

wnce the struggle to oven
J-natured man Or woman can Ienoures
el The: cctively through the ar

i / i i ht eff
vil. The war against evil can be mo_”ﬁ :
Mw salah. The extent to which we win that war determines the ext
ich W i in the world.
which we experience love and peace in rid. . .
«  Zakah — alms giving or welfare contribution - 18 ._:E .&E__
duty of Istam. Itis to be paid once a year o1 m%_zmﬂm at _:
of two and a half per cent. This rate applies to casi,

savings and gold and silver jewellery. The rate for nm:u
mmmﬂnuﬂaﬂauﬁnn is different. (Sec the table of sche

Zakah).

Table2: Scheduleof Zakakh ___— ———

| Wealth on which | Amount _..._Eﬂr ﬂ
| 2 i ble | determines the paymen
| HERES of Zakah (NISAD) Rate of Zakah .
5 per cent produce in case of

_I_;m_.._z..ﬁa_ | 5 Awsug (653 Kg) per
_ produce _ harvest®

_
u.ﬁmim. Silver, 85 grams of gold or 595

et
arnaments of gold _ grams of siiver

irrigated land: 1€ :ent of
roduce from raii-ed land.
2.5 per cent of value

e

| nd silv ..L]

and silver [ -
_ 1 | Cash in hand or at _ Value of 595 grams of 2.5 per ¢t of amount

i silver™ o -

e Value of 595 grams of | 2.3 per cent value of goods

4 | Trading goods __ 2
H ¥ .
o 0. one 1-yeat-0

5 | Cows and (30 in number

= | For eve 3
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|| buffaloes __
_ 6 | Goats and shecp

for every 40, one 2. ear-old |
40 in number | One for first 40: twa for 120
‘ three for 300; one more for
_ every [00)

' 20 per cent of value of \‘

7 | Produce of mines | Any quantitics

roduce
aUpto 24, one sheep or goat
| foreach five camels _
| _ b 25-35, one 1-year-old she-
ﬂ camel

3in rumber

_ ¢ 36-45, one 2-year-old she-
; _ came!
! | d 46-060, ane -vear-nld she.-
| camel i
| e 61-75, d-yeur-old she |
_ _ camel
| P69 1wy 2-yeur-old st
" eamel
29-1200 1wo 3-yewr-old she ¢
h 121 o more, one 2. year- |
ol ‘
she-canme! for each
"addittonal 40, or ope K
old she-came| for enc

S e |F|t.£m:_::=ﬁ m_m
*Fighuz Zakah-Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, Vo!. |, Page 260,273 (B i, 1o,

The compulsory Payment of Zakah is one of th 1y principles of an
Islamic cconomy through which the Bdp between the rich and the joor is
narrowed, Tt helps to achieve fajr distribution of v ca/th and i1 1 a4 form
of social security, The implication of this scheme far world peace in
unambiguous. The Qur'an instructs us as follows:
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t are only for the poor and the needy and those

MHHMM& to nw_m_m.mﬁ (the funds), and to attract M?n”_ _:mmi.q

of those who have been inclined (towards Islam);an E_E

[ree the captives, and for those in debt and ._.___.nﬂ Allah’s

cause, and for the wayfarer(a traveler who is cut m.%_..,

Sfrom everything Ja duty mposed by Allak, And Allah

is All-knower, All-Wise. (0.9 v 60, e | S
The message contained in-the uww{m verse-fs- that .Na_mﬁ._ is “
Islamic programme which seeks to bridee the ever Eﬂﬁﬂ“ﬂ me
between the few rich and the many poor, It ma.awm o mr e
sufferings of the majority by Eoi&:m for the sick, EM wcmm w.r_,m
homeless and the needy with that which they lack _u.s.n ﬂ@m | for N..__uﬂmﬂm
and comfort. Balogun (2003:5) observes ﬁ_._._ﬁ Zakah is a .M_mm e
to fight against poverty; it is for the _wﬂoﬁﬁﬁu.wﬁ%ﬁnm an m,.__w.m_ : r.{m:n
is indeed an effective approach {0 the challenge of poverty wi mw LA
international .nmiﬁEEE: at the boginning of this E;_o__w_,._ﬂ_,wawn_ﬁn_g_
priority of reducing by half by the year 2015, | The graphic picture.

how this can be achieved is shown below: | nd

" umrﬁ_ru.lm
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Figure 3: Islamic Welfarism

I recall wi i
call with great delight and a genuine sense of indebtedness

how I benefited from the | i
s slamic Welfare Scheme in Li i
Arabia in 1975 and 1979 respectively. As an ==nmqm_q,whwﬁﬂpm”=mmmﬂ=n.
Io mn

1975, I decided to spend a month in Libya during the long

who had alighted before oy

: r final destinati i
travelling documents all my wa.o:md.z_m:w et
last more than one hour. | narrated my

exception of m
had gone. My ordeal did _._n____“
experience to the driver who

*
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Four years later after my graduation at Al-Azhar University m
friend. Mr. (now Prof.) A.G.A.S. Oladosu and T were given admission &
American University in Cairo (AUC). However, because we could nc
pay the school fees in hard currency, we travelled to Saudi Arabia t
seek financial assistance. Our first contact was with an individua

heikh Muhammad Baglaf, who operated his own educational welfar
scheme. Having been satisfied that we had a genuine case, he gave us
letter in which he undertook to sponsor our Master’s programme whic
would last two years.

Zakah, as evident from the two instances above. can be used t
foster peace, on the principle of the univers al destination of the earth’
goods, Allah admonishes that wealth should not be monopolized by th

rich alone.

B T T I
ara _..-.vfh.-u_r w.._fh....rh.ﬂuu. __F..-u." p.u a3 r.._|W ...ru__ MJ
... in order that it (wealth) may not become a used
(that is rotated and controlled) by the rich among

you...(Q59:7)

The good of peace in our world today must be seen as being close

related to the principle of the universal destination of the earth's good
Appropriate mechanisms should be evolved at the international, nation

and local levels to guarantee that the goods of the earth are shared

accordance with the principles of Zakah.
«  Sawm (fasting), the fourth pillar of Islam. is another act
d by the Muslims in the month of Ramadan

worship performe
alendar. Tt is an annual traini

the ninth month of the Islamic ¢
programme designed by God to develop self-control in
worshippers. The implication of this pillar for world peace is 1
far-fetched. From the beginning, humanity has Kknown t

tragedy of evil and has struggled to grasp its roots and to expla

i
its causes. ‘Bvil', observes Pope John Paul II (2005:4) 'is 1
some impersonal, deterministic force at work in the world, it
aman freedom’. It is the freedom that distinguish

Ty

the result of
human beings from every other creature on earth and it is €1
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present at the heart of the drama of evil. That explains why the
Qur’an says:

(Q.2:183).
- e - T I TP -
SR ANETE Chii,; ke
o AE e R ek . iRt
S S pe=ld o
Translation:

O you who believe; fasting is prescribed Sor you as it was

prescribed for those before you, that You may become self-

restrained ((3.2:183),
The universal demand of the moral law requires self-restraint on the part
of all the people of the world today more than ever before, given the
evils of the social and political nature which afflict our world.  From
America to Africa, Europe to Asia and the Midd]e East, the troubling
phenomenon of terrorist violence appears to be driving the whole world
towards a future of fear and anguish,

Balogun (1986:50) believes that » L0 attain the good of peace,
there must be a clear and conscious acknowledgement that we can put
our freedom under perfect control and this is the foundation on which
the Ramadan fast is based, Again, in 1991 m:m.fé: corroborated this

fact in another rescarch work where he established that the discipline
Involved in the exercise of Ramadan is unmistakable, Remarkably, no
- . ey 4 -7 ! | - o H 7

policemar ™ the Muslims when they are fasti g (o ensure that

they do not nr 0 gy fasting. Yet, they must not break it as many
people would break man-made laws when they feel they are not likely to
be caught (Balogun, 1991:50,.

The need for discipline and self-restraing as required by fasting is
clearly seen when we consider the many difficult problems standing in
the way of development in the world: nimerous armed conflicts and
political instability leading to wide-spread insecurity. These are tragic

situations which call for radically new direction as recommended in
the fourth pillar of Islam.

* Hajj: The last but not the least pillar of Islam is hajji whicl
symbolizes the unily of mankind. Perhaps the most importan
implication of hajj for the global situation is unity and peace. A
Mukkah, all pilgrims stand on an equal footing, whether Arabs o
non-Arabs, rulers or the ruled, black or white. All men an
women assemble around a single centre which inspires themn
with a sense of unity. More importantly, their views and aim:
are unified and their resolution is strengthened to work
coaperatively for the attainment of a general good,

Recalling his experience during his pilgrimage, Malcolm X
(Maududi, 98:22) observed that he saw the Muslims of Asia, America
Africa and Europe 4ll wearing dresses of the same type and were all
hurrying towards the same place ~ Ka'bah and were all offering prayers
standing on the same spot at Arafat. It was then he realised that what he
saw was the practical solution to the problem of colour and race, and not
the solution he had been trying to offer in America.

The good of humanity as a whole, including future generations,
calls for true international cooperation, brotherhood and unity as
enshrined in the duty of hajj and enjoined by the following verse of the
Qur’an: :

SIS B30 SR SR ) £ G Py

s e
0 £z
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Translation:
O mankind! We have created you from a male and a
Jemale,and made you into nations and tribes, that you
may know one another. Verily the most honourable of
you with Allah is the most pious. Verily, Allah is All-
Knowing, All-Aware ((.49:13 )
The above quotation draws attention of the human race to their division
into nations, races and tribes for the sake of distinction, so that people of
one race or tribe may meet and be acquainted with people belonging to

| 41STINAUGURAL LECTURE | | i s 35



another race. The division should not be the basis for racial -

Emn,:_:im:c? exploitation and oppression of one another. When the
spirit of common good and brotherhood is promoted at every level,

peace will definitely be promoted among peoples, conmmunities and
nations.

Jihad and Peace

Those who interprete jihad only in terms of defensive war or as a
personal moral striving, are denying the Qur'anic evidence as
w...%m.ﬂ ”_nh the history of orthodox sunni doctrine. (Hans Vocking,
The above quotation summarises the mistaken belief of many
wmav_n all over the world that the only possible definition of jihad is
__c._w war’ against non-muslims. For instance, Segun Odunuga (2005)
while commenting on the new dimension of religious conflict in Nigeria
observed that:
The appearance on September 20, 2004 of a band of
religious adventurists, labelling themselves as Taliban,
in Bornu State, added a new dimension to the worrying
issue of religious conflicts in Nigeria. These young
men apparently got inspired by what the Taliban did in
Afghanistan and escapade of Osama bin Laden a few year
ago and thought they had a role in the jihadist notion of
Islamising the country... (emphasis ours)

H__n perception of Islam as a religion that urges its adherents to engage
in ceaseless conflict with their fellow human beings has become the
ROTM among many non-muslims especially in the wake of the terror
bombings of September 11, 2001 in America. But the truth of the matter
is that ;..Emm in Islam has nothing to do with the grave charge of
“aggressiveness” and readiness to do ‘violence’ at all times. The

protagonists of such view as represented by Volking rest their arguments
on the following verses of the Holy Qur’an;
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i) ...And when the sacréd months are over, kill the
disbelievers wherever vou may meet them, and
take them captive, and besiege them, and lie in

wait for them in every suitable ambush...(Q.9:5)

RN SRR Tl ._.n.__.\h o
S |- TR el R e LA R T
: D8I asly B odlle sk
{(if) ..Now when vou meet in battle those whe
disbelieve, strike their necks...(0.47:4)

Those who have been portraying Islam as a religion of force have been
extracting individual verses of*the Qur'an as quoted above withoul
regard for their contexts, the circumstances surrounding their revelation
and their interpretation by Muslims. Many observers seem unable to
escape the misjudgement that it is a religious duty in Islam ‘to wage
aggressive war, This penchant for quaoting out of context is' at best a
demonstration of ignorance and at worst, a hypocrisy or mischief
founded on religious prejudice. )

Let us draw an insight from the Bible to corroborate our position,
In Matt. 10:34 Jesus is reported to have said: ’

{came not to send peace but the sword

[f one were to interpret Jesus” words out of context, one might construe
them as urging Christians to take up arms against their neighbours. This
would be easier still, observes Hofmann (1999,142) “If we were to use
martial quotations from Martin Luther King.” What then is the Qur'anic
basis for jihad? Throughout the Qur'an one finds verses either reflecting
a duty to uphold peace or permitting only wars of defence. Below arc
their logical and sequential revelations:
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established, jihad is obviously a fundamental duty of Muslims through
which peace can be _-E!EBF

okl ..n . o T R Oy, T ‘hu.ﬁnuwi
15458 ST 3 oty 15
Translation:

There is no compulsion in religion Verily, the right faith (truth)
has become distinct from the wrong path. Whoever disbelieves in
Taghut (false gods) and believes in Allah, then he has grasped
the most trustworthy hand fold that will never break. And Allah
is All-hearer,All-knower{Giir'an 2:256)

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, sir, the question that would come to the minds of
members of this informed audience would be, if jihad could also serve
as a means of achieving peace, why is it that most Arab/Muslim states
are engaging in incessant wars? This question naturally leads us to the
next segment of this lecture.

What are the Obstacles to Peace in the Muslim World?

So far, we have made the poinl that violence or belligerence, as a
fundamental religious principle is alien to the core doctrines of Islam.
As a corollary, we have also noted that the popular mindset that
associates global terror, aggressiveness and militancy with the Qur’anic
concept of Jilad represents a gross misinterpretation or distortion of the
concept.

But in practical terms, could Muslims be described as peaceful or
peace-loving given the situation in the Middle East and the States in the
Persian Gulf where terrorists are attacking various tar~~ts almost on a
daily basis? Let us note that these happenings ar . limited to the
Muslim world. Indeed, what we are witnessing .+ ~ "it.cally motivated
acts of terrorism that have religious appewrance.. Lwotmann (1999,65)
makes the point quite persuasively when he observes that such political
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AL 1 e s e el Lirenel Koldds, W'is the fact that
N ey el what was formerly Muslim
ereiery. T iy one core reason why the Middle East
SO Mever have peace wnless it s imposed from without,
0 pece external  pressure s removed, war will
e Sl whitle deploring Western Culture, Muslims
love Western technology and money. They use e-mail,

cell phones, faxes and the like.

We should like to mention at this juncture some historical facts

which make the Arab Muslims believe that the West is the architect of
today’s conflicts in all the Arab World.
Followers of history would recall that during the first World War while
the Ottoman Empire entered the war on Germany’s side, the Arabs - lec
by Sherif Hussein of Makkah — agreed to side with the Allies (Britain
France and Russia). They did so because of an agreement known as the
Hussein — McMahon Correspondence in which the British promisec
independence to what is now Syria, Palestine (Israel), Jordan, Irag anc
the Arabian Peninsula should the Allies win the war. That was not to bx
because unknown to the Arabs, Britain had also signed the Sykes-Pico
Agreement with France later in 1916. The content of this agreemen
was a detailed plan to split up most of the Middle East region betwee
Britain and France should they defeat the Axis powers. There was evel
a third conflicting agreement which Britain made: the DBalfou
Declaration of 1917 in which the British promised to help create
national home for the Jews in Palestine.

The' last agreement appedars to be the last stroke that broke th
camel’s buck. 'This is because the Arabs in the Middle East perceive

the Balfour Declaration as an act of dishonesty on the part of the British
they believed the British had promised to help with the establishment c
a United Arab country reaching from the Red Sea to the Persian Gulf i
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it m ic
ust be noted, peace has become elusive in the Middle East

2. The American Factor

The seed of conflict which the Briti i

e itish sowed in the Mi

SHid MHHHM_” MH& :.::M_Ea _H_._5 the C.m.}, As a matter cw_wmhw M.HMMM X

T ot nm_ the brain behind the present- day global .ﬂm_ﬁu:m:w

Syl bm&.__.“ wm me%nmﬁ wwﬂmmnﬁg _.”Q Gen. Saighal (2003 mm-mu“_.

el iR al Terrorism: The Way Forward, we
-~ Unknown to the A
Jimmy Carter on July

" ;
ﬁﬂﬂﬂ.@%ﬂﬂﬁhﬁiﬁu .ﬁa&a;ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ in Central Asia and
doviet Union. The CI4 ] ]
i . . called it Oper
¢ m..”._b.hzﬁ,. n;..ah in the H&E..;Ezm Years, poured $5 ?.,_....“Man.unwz
0155 g up Islamic lraining schools in Pakistan, Young ”.a g
sent to the CIA's spy fraining camp in Virginia, nHMM_H

Suture members of Al
g f Al Qaeda were taught ‘Sabotage skifls’- .,

Saighal continues:

v The Al-Qaeda fraining camps are kind

with the World's lead; - ergartens compared
tng tng University of terrori
Benning in Georgia known untif Enmxt.ﬂ% rorism at Fort

a&mlﬁﬁh its graduates include almos
M.Hx%.ﬂﬂaﬂuﬁ Lenocidal regimes in Guatemala
aivadorean army officers who commi
w mimitted }
“_MM_W? M&m :._E..nm alrocities of that country’s __n.__,_.__ﬁ__ﬂ %ﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂ“ﬂ.&
it of u,______aﬁ...ﬁ_.mh § secrel police, who ran Chile’s nqanm_ﬁ. all .
ps. There is a terrible frony at work here! iy

The humane response of people all over the world (o thy
terrorism of September 11 has long been hijacked by
those running a rapacious great power, with a history
of terrorism second to none. Global supremacy, not the
defeat of terrorism, is the goal. Only the politicall
blind believe otherwise.

We should like to mention at this juncture some manifestation
of American inordinate ambition to maintain her supremacy at all cost i
the Arab/Muslim World at the expense of peace of that region. A fey
examples will illustrate this point.

1. It is on record that ‘Operation Ajax’, coordinated by the Britis
MI16 and the American CIA, toppled the democratic governmer
of Muhammad Mussadeq in Iran on August 19, 1953. If th
coup against Mussadeq — a charismatic leader who enjoye
massive support in Iran — had not taken place, observed Saigh:
(2003: p.102), Iran would have been an Island of stability in th
Middle East.

ii. It is also on record that before September 11, 2001 the USA ha
built up a network of military facilities in several Persian Gul
states after the Gulf War. It had a formal ‘status of force
agreement’ with over ninety countries. Since September 1.
2001 she has established new arrangements with Uzbekistas
Tajikistan, Kygyzstan and Pakistan. There may be others in th
pipeline. The USA has this urge to expand overseas, under
sea and into all available space in the Muslim world. To d
what? *To ‘destablise’ the Muslim world’ (Saighal, 2003: 86).

Thirdly and finally, one cannot but mention the unilater
interventionist approach of the USA in the Muslim world. Examples «
such flying-in-the-face-of the world abound: A direct militar
intervention in Afghanistan and Iraq by Anglo-American forces withoi
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M mahﬂ.““nﬂm M”sw Em_. Ezh Security. Coungil speaks volume on how the
. onsistently violating national sovereignties |
, : Clgnties n one for
oﬂq .q_:__.u,uzaq .E:Sw name m;q fighting terrorism which she planted. H:M
Ooruba say “Ai tete m ole, Ole n mo'loke” ("Because we did not

confront the thief swif] s
of the farm™), Y enowigh, the thief dared to confront the owner

3 The Jerusalem Factor:

Jerusalem remains g stumbling block to pe

: cace in the Middle East: it i
the heart and soul of the Muslims and the Jewish nation and R___Ew:: H
Was once the great capital of King David and the site of mn__cEc,z.m

M:MW_E, Hnnmiﬁ___m:_ﬁm consider Jerusalem g holy site where the Al Aqsa
Osquc was built in 687 A.D. to commemorate th _ ire

i . 2 e making of Mi'raaj or
the Night Journey into the Heavens (Q.1 7:1) by E:EEE%&&@%:%E :
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Translation:

QEEW."%H and Exalted is He (Allah). Above all the evil th

associate with mm_:_,. Who taok is His slave {Prophet) Eh._bn..,.::%m
(PBOH } for a Journey by night from Al Masjid al Haram (q
Makkah) to farthest mosque (in Jerusalem) the neighbourhood
whereof we .?ﬂﬁ blessed in order that we might show hi

3&@2:&5& af Ayat (progfs, evidences, lessons, signs, et )
Verily, He iy the All-hearer, the All-seer. (Qur'an Hw._.mw R

L .EE_ n*:w 15 now the greatest source of conflict between the
4ells and tne Arabs. Meanwhile. it 15 the comman people on both

sides who are suffering the devastating effects of the constant violence

MH”H; nm_Eh_E wﬁ.ﬁ_ mm_.n_E any public place, for the fear that a suicide
I mignt strike, while the Palestinians fear that Israelj reprisals will

spill over into their neighbourhoods as the world has experienced the

RTETTETT
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merciless destruction of Southern Lebanon by the Israelis a few mo
ago.

Concluding Remarks

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, sir, this lecture has attempted to draw attentio
the alleged paradoxical involvement of Islam as a religion of peac
the conflicts und terrorist activities around the globe. As a mean:
gaining insights into the situation, we have examined both the doctr
and pract of Islam and related them to the vexed issue of wi
peace.

We have identified and examined some major obstacles on

v of peace in the Muslim world in particular and in the worlc

{ | We have noted that the self-same socio-historical and mate

q which have shaped the Muslim world and turned the Middle I
error-prone-zone have, in turn, occasioned restlessness in

large. It becomes imperative, therefore, for us to identify
mcerely and as honestly as we can the root causes of terror
“world can experience peace and stability once again.
" to propose the following points as crucial factors to
Jtatmnent of global peace:

There is the need to establish a new world order which woul
a matter of urgency address the disturbing issue of injusti
wherever they may exist. Today, this appears to be the soun
basis for bringing about cultural stability and global peace.

b. The rest of the world should be persuaded to change its distor
perception of and hostile attitude to the Muslim countries,
effect of the world turning its back to what is going on will
fully felt by the next generation. There can be no peace in
world if this trend is not reversed. The Yoruba say: "Agha
ba ke'un s'oro, A k'eran sare”. (An elder who would not str
his aged voice to admonish the erring youth, should be prepa
to strain his aged legs as he flees in emergency).
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e: We need to find 4 lasting solutio

which has been aptly described
(2004} says:

We see ourselves coming from a common father
(Abrakam), bur we do not necessaril

coming from a common mother.

We dare say that the worl
Peace returns to the Middle East, T,
which has characterized the world'
Madunagu to describe the war agains global terror as unwinnable untij:

exploitation, oppression, big-power violence, humiliation,

impoverisation (sic ) and gross inequality - the root causes gf
terrorism - are banished from the face af the earth,
(The Guardian, 2005:65)

One cannot agree less with

those things we ought to ha
which we ought

Madunagu because we have left undone
ve done and we have done those things

not to have done, And now there is no peace on earth,

Recommendations

Mr. Vice Chancellor, Sir, Our elders
sayings when they say: “Aki ifina s’ori orule sun” { One does not g0 o
bed and leave fire (burning) on the roof),

The search for world peace should not be
proverbial four people, namely, Everybody,
Nobady. We are told that there was
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do . Anybody could have

done it, but Nobody did it Somebody got angry about that because it
was Everybody's job, Everybody thought Anybody could dg it, but
Nobody realised that Everyb

ody wouldn't do i, Finally , Everybody
blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybodv could have done.

have said it al] in one of thejr Wise

left in the hands of he
Somebody, Anybody and
an important job to he done and

Fi44 B g e,
E:mn-,:mm D . K . c3 . 30
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Gl

B T

n 1o the Middle East problem
as a family squabble, Rosen

Yy see ourselves

d peace cannot be Buaranteed unti
he apparent displacement of priorities
S pursuit of peace has made

: This
: ing to here today is world peace.

important job we are referring : ; Middle East.
..H.“..”uu___m be _._”__”M .H_#. capability of the opposing _ﬁo..nmm, Em_wmﬁi__ﬁ ol
.HE e :ﬂ:n il o ___“.__‘,m _“ua_rﬁn._umz%_,mmnm the world and it
i is the West that created t e cha : ca: The

m.ﬂmﬂf__%w“ ﬂ___ﬂmw must take on the responsibility of Jwﬁﬁam Pos

HMH._M peace is a task that must be accomplished by all.
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